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    The Southeast Asia Treaty Organization is established based on the military 
alliance between the United States and the anti-communist states in Southeast Asia. 
The United States proactively promoted this to curb the expansion of the communist 
forces in Southeast Asia after the World War II. As the security order naturally a 
regional military alliance with the other great powers in the world constructed by 
Southeast Asian countries, the SEATO have not play a significant role in maintaining 
regional security and stability but to some extent exacerbated the tension of the 
situation in the region. It has even become the obstacles in promoting the cooperation 
and the process of regional integration among Southeast Asian countries. If studying 
the reasons for its failure from the perspective of constructivism identity, norms and 
culture, we can find the factors of unequal internal security relationships, lacking of 
norms and self-restrain, strong heterogeneity in culture and interests pursuit, have a 
negative influence on the establishment and deepening of collective identity among 
the member states. With the gradual weakening of the constructed outside factors, the 
influence of SEATO was also declining. 
As an attempt to construct a collective security order in Southeast Asia, the 
development experience and lessons of SEATO is really significant for the further 
development of ASEAN. Without any doubt, the ASEAN has improved a lot in 
dealing with internal difference of self-interests, relations with great Powers, neutral 
policies of the member States and Collective security identity construction. It 
strengthens the self-restrain and awareness of common fate, promotes the ASEAN'S 
collective identity, norms construction and improves the cultural integration. All these 
factors are beneficial to achieving the goals of construction of the ASEAN Security 
Community. 
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